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fiynnppls of I'recedlng f.'lmpler*.
Ollvo I'mmeuter, helrcss t.i UroRory

Parmenter's mllllons. ls engnRrd to thn
futitro bord neiiioiniigh, or Qxfordshlro,
Eng. Her rather, after recelvftig a mjrs-
terloun cablegram from Amerlca, insisis
thut tlie marrlnge b« hnslctiod. No ob¬
jectlon ls made. bUt I.ady Bclhornugh
takes orciuilnn to Insiilt tbe glrl and Is
rrhuktri hy her hurbnnd. l.ord Belbm-
otlgli. The wctldltig ls liitenuptrd drn-
mntlcally by a strnoge woman ln black,
wlio rrles: "j forbld the banns!" Old
Mr. l'nrmenter falls .dead from tln>
*hock, and lt is Inn-r dhvcovcrod that lits
will 1ms been stolon. thui Icnvlng oilvo
pennlloss. The woman In blnvk SUb-
atnntlnles ber clalm lo be tho wldow of
Oregory Parmenter, nnd wlth her son,
Gllbert Merrldew. tokea possesslon of
the l'annent.-r .state. Merrldew calls on
Mr. Parmemer's old lawyer, Mr. Cnse-
m.-nt, who suspeila Morrldcw of havlng
.st-plcn tho will.
OHve wrlte* to her lover. Bnying that

they must not nuot again, but lio «e-
itires an lntorvlow ln Mr. Caiemont's
otrioe, In whlch h« valnly urxes her lo
marry him ln splte of nll. Flnalfy she
.iKr.es to coino to hlm when the mys-
tt-ry Is cleared up, and atarts on a Jour-
n.y ..f Investlgatlon. On tho traln sho
Is attaeked and robbed by u man dls-
gulsed as a woman, and only hy a ruse

prerenu hlm from thrnwing her out of
thelr conipartmcnl. The polico and
rallroad OITlClals dlicredlt her story. and
whrn about to be taken t<> prisun Mrs.
Merrldew Interposes ns a. frleiul of liu-
miinlty nnd takes her to her rooms.
II. r. dllv.. Is kepi prlson.-r. denled tlio
prlvilege of cbmmutllcatlng wlth frlends,
nnd flnully sent to an asylum. Her
lover, .tark BelbOrougb. arrlycs Just In
tlme to see her at the statlon and roi-
rtifs her from tho young physlclaii who
Is lldclng her to tho asylum. She next
gbet i" Eondon, und thero hy accldent
learna lo !:n..w Solma H&mniond, an Intl-
mato Hcquaintancc or Gllbert Merrldew,
«ho proves to l>... a meniber of a noted
bniul or crooks. Ollvo luys plans to Rot
Into the seeivts Of the band, and has
miiny excltlng experlonces. She beoomei
n member of the baud and nlti.-ndsi, a
meetlng, where she ilnds Gllbert Merrl¬
dew nnd the man who nttompted her liro
ln tlie rVaJri. Confroiued wlth Merrl¬
dew .-he tells a falso story of her llfe,
kut being flnally ncognlzed Ollvo boldly
fnrcs her ononiy and tells her true story.
Merrldew, nJarr.iod b'egs r.>r meroy, but
Merrldew. alarhie'd, b?gs ror nieicy, l.ut
agrees to go to Mrs. Tauntons for threo
days, but is made u prlsoner there by
Ihi- woman who turns out to bc Madame
Boncourt, and Merrldew, who trled to
fercp her to marry hlm. Sho throws a
nete out nf her window to n clerk next
door, but he sc.rnlngly decllnes to accept
tt.
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"What do you nioan by tliat?"
".Mr. Merrldew, lt seems, cannot hoiphimsolf. Those assooiated with him in-

slst on carrylng out the scheme
agalnst Mr. Fenwlck. whatoyer It may
be.of course 1 don't know, oxcoptthat it threatens hlm ln some way. if
you do not cons.-nt to do what Mr.
Merrldew wlshea and so enablo hlm to
take an Indeperident line witli them
your lover will be sacriflced to vour
selflshness."

"Mr. Fenwlck would 'not have me
savc him by any such course as youwould drlve me to take. I shall never
do lt."

It was another turn of the Bcrew.
Oljve saw tliat clearly. But she had
put Jack on liis guard; tho trouble atClerkenwell Gardens lia(i proved, too.
that her warnlng had had effect; and
she did not thlnk ho would be cnughtnsleop after tHat,

Besldes, if her new plan did not fnil,she would soon be freo again, andHble to t. 11 nll she know. And she ro-
BUmed her watch for tho secrefary.It was gettlng .iu.sk- before sho saw
Mm again. m.s first act wus to throw
\>p tbe window and look Oagerly ncross
to her. Olive hflid Up the letter again
nnd pnlnt.-d down Into the garden. Ha
nodded and indtcated tliat sho shouUl
throw it.out.

Olive could throw no stralghter or
better than women usunlly can. but,
maklng a desperate effort, she hurled
out the little i>apor welght wlth all hor
force. it went far enough, but not
straight, and fell ln the garden of
the house next to hls.
He laugbed when ho saw tho result;

but with a cheery nod, turned and left
tho room. A mlnute afterwiird he ap-
j.eared In the .garden. and. sorarilbllng
over the divldmc: W»V1. plcked up the
letter nnd re'bd 'it. He nodded eagffply;
an,i then clintbed back into his own
parden. and signed to ber to send hlm
a further niessage.

Uadlant with plensure at her suc-
cess, Ollvo turned to wrlte another
vnessaK?, and found Panton ln the
room. She had brougbt ln the everi-
inp: menl and was laylng the clotb.

She took no nollce, and Olive could
r.ot teii whethcr she hnd .seen any-thiiiK or had notlced the changed look
on her face. it wns Imposslble, how¬
ever. to wrlte a word while she re-
mained In l!i« room. nnd, as the even-
ing was fnst prowlng dark, Olive
walted Impatlently for her to leave.
As fIio wns eolnK Mrs. Tiuinton en-

tered. She had come, she sald, to see
that Ollvo had everything she neded;
and she stayed a long tlme. She adopt-ed a different tone from the mornlng,and was porsuaslve and urgent, spenk-
lnR as if Ollver .safc-ty. and w(rlf«i>»
wero all tho world to her.

It was qnlte dark when she loft,
and. to Ollve's dlsmay, the window op-
poslte was unlighled, Her friend had
left, and nothlnfr more could be donothat nlgrbt.

Sho fpught agalnst her dlsappolnt-
ment, however, and resolved to aend
her messag'o the first thlng in tho
mornlng. Wrlte It that night she dared
not. She could not foel SUre that her
room mlglu not be searched while gho
stept.

But the, next mornlng she found
nnother uriexpected diffioulty. When
Panton bad eloar'ed away tha break-
fast nnd Olive wns about to wrlte her
rnessage tbe woman returned and au-
nbunced tliat sho was about to cloan
the room. Frotting at tho IhterrupUon
and eager though Bhe was to resunio
the glgnals wlth the Becretary, Ollvo
dnred not even po noar the window tq
sri- If ho were lu bls room.

Just as PantOn'S work was fluislie.i
Mtr. Taunton arrivo.i. She was dressed
for golng put, nnd sald she had come
tn tell Olive her declslon, llcr rnbod
appcared to havo changod again from
that of the precfdlng night.

"I am tir.ii of argulng wlth you.
Olive, and have made up my nilnd
flrmly what I iiuisl do. You 'must stdy
liere untll you coneont lo marry Mr.
Merrldew."
"You know I will not." repli.-d Olive

flrmly. "I will never do it. An,t you
ean't keep me here forever,"
"Then snnie pthor tneans will have

to he founfl to fleal 'wlth you." sald
Mrs. Tatirit.on Impallontly nnd almo.st
angrlly.

"lu It ony itsfi vto appeal to you as a
woman? I am herf< alone, ln your
power. as 1 udmlt. am li. l|iles.. Havo
you no mercy for one ln fik-Ii bltl-r
troublo? You know what I-havc suf-
fered at the hands r.f this matt und
hls mother. They ,)iave taken uway
m.v good name; they possens the for-
tune which ls liilne by rltia; I am

practic.-illy destltute nnd ln terrlb'.e
aorrow. Have you tio henrt?"
"You are rldlculous. It ls becnuao

I nm nfrnld for your llfe that I tell
you you initat tnko tho only cotlrsd
uf snfety open to you."

"Yiifl wlll not let iVte conuntinlcntr.
wlth iny frlenda, that they mny Judno'''

"I woul.l, but Mr. Mcrrldow wlll
not."

"lf I tell you I woulel rnthor dle
than nmrry this man; rnthcr trtiHt
myaelf to the morclea of thos.-. wlth
whom he Is bnnded In thla bond of
erline; that my MeJtrl-. revolts nt the
mere thought of hls toitch, nnd that
I should loatho myself lf I could on-
tortain even n thought of yleldlng.Is
your hcart Stlll stoolcel ngnlnst me?"
"You aro gcttlng hystcrlenl, that ls

nll." Ollve throw un/her handa nnd
turned dway, alghing deoply. "I nm
going away now for aome days, Ollve.
i'oti wlll have the Intorval to grow
moro rcasonable. If you have not
elmngr-ii your mlnel By my retitrn some
tflher sleps wlll bo taken. Good-by."

"I cannot wlah good to nny ono so
hard as you nre, nnd I wlll not prc-
tend." and Ollve throw heraelf Into n
cluiir. "I hope yotl wlll never noed
t frlend as I noed one now, anel never

feel; the wounfl of such conduct as
rotir;; tei mo."
Waiting a few mlnutes to be sure

that Mrs. Titunton had gone, Ollvo
went to the wlnddw. Her frlend wns
watching for her. She algnnlled to
lilm, and wlth a hcatlng hc-art wrote
llie message;
"I am Ollvo Pnrmonter nnd in porll

if my llfe. Plenso wire M-r. ('asetuont,
jollcltor,* Fram'pton, Oxfordshire, to
:omc to ine mstaritly. Kor Ood's aako."
She i-cnd lt over, and wlth tremblltig

Ingofa iiistencel lt rounil the pnper-
ivolght. iici- frlend waa already wnlt-
"g» ln the gurden, nnd when ho saw
lior lirtod hls hand nnd amlled.
Sho pusheel up tho wlndow to Its

"arthest extcnt, and wlth a. feryqht
Ittlo pr.iyer for tho suceess of Her
rentiiro iirew back to throw out her
ippeal for h'elp.
At that inoinent, just aa her hand

ivns extonded for tho throw, some one
leized lt and tlie letter was torn from
ier gr.isp.

CIIAPTKU XXXI. "

Kscnpc.
Folled ln her aiteinpt to attrnct help

'roiu the outslde Jual at the very In-
itant when suceess nppeared to be
n hor grasp, Olivo turned wlth a cry
if dlsmay to tiiul Mrs. Taunton regard-
ng her with Oi e-old. cynlcal snitlo of
.riumph.
"Ynu really muat not brjng my houso

ti to dtsrepute by making lovo to
r'oung men iii tlio surroundlng houses,
Hive. it is most dlsgraccful." aho
.-,.Id, .-is she made haste lo close the
wlndow, flrst glancing out in tlme to
-ee the secretary beatlng a hurrled re-
'.reat into his house.
"You know, of course, it was noth-

ing of tlu- kind," retorteel ollve, fu-
L'lously. "Glve me back that papcr
it once."
Mrs. Taunton put it in her pocket

Inatt i.l. I really nntst lo'ok after you
better, Olive," she replled with a
hiieer.

'Will you drive mo to take it from
you hy fiitcev" crleei Ollve.
"Panton!" called Mrs. Taunton.
The woma'n enteroej tlie rooin In-

l.-inlly, having evldently been waiting
ust- outslde tlio door in readlness. As
.oon as she was Insiele .Mrs. Taunton
ook out the packet nnd opened and
ead it.

"This is really worse thnn I thought.
would soouer have hud a mere as-

Ignntioii than this. Of course, after
his I cannot trust you to be alono ln
he rooin. Panton, you wlll stay here
vlth Mlss Parmenterj nnd mlnel, she ls
levor to lie left for an instant alone.
ou underatand?"
"Ye8, madiun."
"Anel you wlll not allow her to go

icar the wlndow after this. lf she
ttempts, you nre to take nny menns
lecessary to prevent her. I wjll make
.rrahgoments to place you ln another
oora, Olive, whero you will bo spared
roni the Impertlnont attentions of tho
iclghhors," and wlth that partlng ahot
he left. the room.
Olive tet her go without nny further

vords. Her nnger had passed, glvlng
vay to a depresslon that overwheimed
ind althost proatrateel her.
She hnd hullt so much on tho nt-

empt. had lndulgeel such hopes, and
lad been so near suceess that the dls-
ippolntment seemed to crush the very
Ife out of her for the tlme.
There was nothing else to try. Sho

,vas now hopelessly in the power of
his relentlesa, me-n-lless woman nnd
;he deoperate man wlth whom she wns
in league. lt was no u.se to strugglo
farther .agalnat them. There was noth¬
ing Io do but to walt and see what
<teps they would take next to attaln
Lhelr end.
Panton had obvloualy u/inie up pre-

pured for the watch whlch hnd been
asslgnqd to her, for ahe hnd broughl
up some needlework. Placlng a chnlr
by tho wlndow, she snt down nnd
...iiiiii.-nced lo sew as unroncemedly
aa -if thla Jaller work wero the most
uaual foutlne- of her life.

Stitch, Btitoh, atltch, her work went
on, the aewlng only tnterruptod when
one neeelleful of cotton was used up
and 'the n'eedle had to he fcfirendea.
Her hnril, grlm fnce wns bent over
from lt, nnd all her thoughts seemed
to bo concentratod upon her task.
Ollve hnd thrown heraelf on the bod

and lay watchlng her untll the cold,
Impaaslve monotony got on her nerv...
and Bhe felt that she could havo torn
the work out of the woman's handa
ln a frenzy.
She turned her bnck to her at laat,unabla to bear tho slght nf lt, only to

flnd that tha aotind of it.the prlck.prlck of th0 necelle and the drawlngthrough of tho thre-nd.wna as racklng
as the slght hnd hecn. Sho put her
flngera to her ears to^top the sound,but even that gave no rellef.
"Oh, for heaveri's snke, atop thatsewlng," she crled nt longth.
Panton loolced up ln aurprlse. "You

arq exclted, mlss. You hnd hetter tryto sleep or your nerves wlll auffcr."
"Have you no pity ln yotir heart

iiny more than your nitatresa?"
"Idon't know what you mean, miaa.""Ymi know that 1 am belng kept here

a prlsonor; to be forcatl to do thatwhlch I would ratlier.dlo thnn do;that I Hln provented from seclng tny.trli-n.ls. that I am helpless an.l alone,'10« know all this. Wlll you ,]0 noth-Ing io help me?" ^"lf you want anythlng, my ordflr'aaro t., tr.-t it £or you."
"Want anythlng: Can't'you aee that

my very aoul ls fui| of suff.-rlng, andthat unh.-8.-i i can get help of aomok.nd 1 shaii dle or go ,.nd Or nre,
you ulae. another UUnk, of 8toe, ..,,
iron, ready to erush. m. down, down,down?"

'I can only irdera, mlas"
wns the caliii, Mcii.iy reply,
"Then lluavcn have merev on me!"

cilcd OJlvc, and tuiniug he,-r fuce to
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the wall, ahc gavc hersolf up to the
mlsery that consumed her.
Panton resumcd her sewlng ns un-

concernedly as hofore.
In Mie afternoon Merrldew came, nnd

Panton loft tho room.
Ho adopted tho sume llno as Mrs.

Taunton. Olive was In great dnngor
from Hartmunn and the rest who had
dlscoverod the doecptlon sho had prac-
tlced; they doclnred that her llfo was
forfelted hy her trenchery, and they
hnd sworn to kill her. The only es-

cu;to would bo for hor to make It pos¬
slble for hlm to say that sho was hls
wlfe. He would then be able to pro-
tect her from thom.
At first Ollvo would not reply, but

when he be<an to ronew hls^protostn-
tlons 6f lovo and vowed to dovoto hls
llfe to her sho 'would not benr lt.
Fnclng hlm resolutely, sho sald In a

tonc of Irrevocablc resolve: "I havo
glven my answer. Never so long as

thero Is a hrenth In my body and I
havo strength left to spcak will I
glvo any other. You can klll me, as

you trled onco beforo to do, but make
mo consent to defllo myself hy holng
your wlfe you cannol. No power on

r-arth. no means you can enipVoy, no
thrents you can utter, will ever mnke
me change that resolve. Now go. Tho
mere slght of you dlsgusts me."

IIo llstoned to her. hls brow drnwn
In a heavy frown, hls eyes threaten-
Ing and hls faco whlte and sct.

"I am convlnced now that persuaslon
Is no use, Miss Parmehtcr. And I shnll
try It no more. But I shnll yet pre-
vall. And lf I have to resort to forco
you have only yourself to blame."
The lntervlew wlth hlm did her good.

It aerved to rostore tono to her nerves,
nnd her coltrage rovlved. She had de-
fled hlm. Sho knew what store he set
on tho marrlage. and by thwartlng
hlm In that she could stlll foll hlm in
what sho knew was tho paramount pur-
poso wlth hlm.
A bellet took possession Of her that

they would not nttompt to tako her
llfo, at any rate untll they had made
some desperate effort to fo»ce her to
marry hlm. This suggested a fresh
puzzle to her, and so gavo her food for
thought durlng the weary hours of the
rest of the day and evening.
Somethlng had occurred to cause a

change In thelr plans. Ho hnd at-
tompted her denth In that rallway Jour¬
ney, and then had sought to hnve her
put away as a lunatic. lf they wero

stlll ln the same mlnd as when that
attempt had been made they would
rcnew one or other of the same nt-

tempts.
Why dldn't they? She thought sho

could detoct Mrs. Taunton's subtler
shrewdness In the chnnge. And then
an explanatlon occurred to her. As
tho result of her Journey to Sheffleld
she had set forces to work whlch mlght
result ln the fraud to her father's al-
leged marrlasre being dlscoverod. In
that event they would lose eyerythlng.
And it was only the marrlage wlth
her whlch could render them socure.
Thus gradually the convlctlon grew

upon her that her llfo was safe at least
untll Merrldew had oxhausted every
means of compelling her to hecome bis
wlfe. She waa worth more to these
wretches allve than dead. There was
some comfort even In such a consldora-
tlon.
Moreover, as long as she could ftght

on, thero was a posslblllty that some
Dhanco mlght come to escape. Sho was

hungry for even a crumh of hope; and
ln this sho found e\iough to sustaln
her and once more steel her nerves
and knlt her courage.
She took to ber books again, forclng

her attentlon on what she read; and
after a tlme commlttlng passages of
prose and verse to memory. Tho men-
tal dlsolpllne benefltod her greatly, re-

storlng her balance, and glvlng her
ease of mlnd and rellef from the rack
of her troubled thoughts.

If lt was to be a trlal of endurance
between her and Merrldew, sho would
need to husband her strength care-

fully: and she was resolute enough of
purposa to put all tho necessary re-
stralnt upon horself.

It was well lndeed for her that she
had lost no tlme ln adoptlng these
means of recoverlng. self-command. A
senrchlng experlence was ln store for
her. '

Panton had passed the whole day in
her Intermlnablo sewlng, seemlngly
absorbed in II entlrcly; but sho had
observed Ollve's strcnuous struggle
for self-mastery: nnd, hard though sho
was, the woman had been touched
by it.
"You are better, miss?" sho asked,

as the evening moal was being laid.
They wore tho lirst words whlch had
passed for some hours, and Ollvo
glanced up ln astonlshment.

"I am reslgned, Panton. I don't care
now what happens." f"I thlnk you aro K'ery bravo. miss.
I ought not to tell you. but lt can do
no harm, You need not fear any sort
of Injury or vlolonee."

Olivo looked at her coldly. "My ex-
perienco hero has ttiught me that when
any one tells me anythlng It ls prob-
ably false. You havo, of. course, been
told to sny that, and I do not believo
you."

"You may be'glad to remember lt,
miss, nll the snmn."
No more was spoken. Ollvo nto ln

silence tlie llttlo food for whlch she
had nppetlte and returnod to her books.

Hhe read for a fow mlnutos nnd then
found that sho had great diffloulty ln
flxing hor attentlon on the words. The
prlnt of tho letters began to run ono
Into tho other. Sho lald down t.ho
book .und .passed' her hand ncross ber
eyes; and' then notlced that Panton
was wntclilng her Intently.
The wotnnn's faco Reemed to undergo

strange chatigos as Hhe starod at lt.
It reeoded lnto tho dtstanco and then
cama closo up to hor, Gradually a mlst
began to come. hetween them: hor hend
fclt henvy on her shoulders; tho alr
darkonod; nnd when sho strovo to rlsc
her legn and feet refused to hear h'er
welght.-

lt llashed upon her then that sho
had boen polsonnd. Sho made a. ylgor-
ous effort to stagger to. hor feet and
cry out. But was in valn. Sho could
not even ..11ft hor hands; and not a
sound could sho force her volco to
Utter. lt bo-.amo dlilloult. to hretithe,
and sho began to gnsn for alr.
At this I'anton roso and came to

hor holdlng out a handkerchlef to hor
jWldely diluttul nostrlls. "lt will do yougood," uitid tlio woman, as sho pressed[lt- upon ollvo. Tho volce sounded far

ellatnnt 'and fnlnt. "Rotnomber -my,
worda. No havin wlll he dono to you,"
nddecl Panton. It wtia ns If ahc wero
calling from. tho hei,ght of aomo lofty
uiountain.
Then tho-^inndkerchlof waa prcsaed

on her faco-r-she hnel no power to re-
slst.-and after that aho paased Into
unconselousno.su
"No harm will be done to you."
Theae Worda were: humnilng ln her

enra like tho dlatnnt beat of a thou-
nand mufllod druiiis nnd ilttlng thotii-
selvoa Into a wlld hlsslng rhythm of
rushlng alr, as thu lirat gllmpse of
ronsclouancss hogan to nwake ln
Ollve's braih. She was cold, wlth tho
coldncss of doatli Itself. Her head waa

throbblng as lf the very skull would
crnck under tho blows.

Chlll blasts of Icy alr swept upon
her, freezlng her to the very tnarrow,
as she was horne through Inflntto spnce
wlth no power to reslst, no strength
to ralse a flnger to stay her progreas,
no will even to cnre what happened.
"No harm wlll bo- dono to you."
Tho worda came agaln nnd agnln

nnel yot ngaln, In this cnino mysterlous
whlrrlng rumblc ot confused sound,
aa sho waa 'borne onwat'd; now ln
mockery; then wlth a noto of hope;
and again In tlio rasplng, sneerlng
vnico In whlch Panton had aeoincel to
utter them. ,

Tno brjaln eleared. howover. nnd
gradually' Ollve hegan to underatand.
The muffled drums resolved themaedvea
Into they whlrr of fnat runnlng wheela;
the blackness was relleved by myrlad
poiiits of iight overhead; the Icy
blasts became the rush of the nlght alr
as she was carrled rapldly through lt.
Sho trled to nrnvo nnd found that

she- was envelopcd in heavy rugs nnd
slinwla; and at length hecanie aw'are
that she waa lylng at full length ln
the tonneau of a car. travellng at high
speed" under tho guldance of a inan
whoso head and ahoulders she could
just make out ln tho seat ln front.

Kor an hour or more she lny ns stlll
as she had been whlle unconselous,
and alowly bnttled her way back to
her full BOnses.

She soon reallzod that flhe hnd been
druggod ln order that ahe mlght bc
safely carrled away from Mr. Taun-
tcn'a house; nnd nlmost her flrst con-
sclous thought was that she must try
to use the tlmo to escape.
Whlle they were rushlng along at

such a speed, lt was impoasible; and
sho uaed the tlme of waiting to chafe
her llmbs. to restore the circulatlon
of her blood, and to relievo her cramp-
ed muacles. so as to be ready should
the char.ce come.
After a long distance had been trav-

ersod there was a heavy jork, aa if
soinelhlng had snapped. Tho car lm-
medlatoly began to slacken, and then
came to a standstill.
The man In front rose with an oath,

and Ollve recognized the volce. It was

Gilhert Merrldew. He turne.l and
looked at her, bendlng over the aeat.
She lay aa stlll as death. Satisfled wlth
his acrutiny, he got out of the car to
soo what was tho-matter.
This was the chance she had prayed

for.
Stealthily puttlng nside the rugs, aho

peercd out and aaw that Merrldew waa
bendlng down over the machlnery ln
front. Openlng the door on tho alde
oppoalte to that on whlch he was busy,
sho sprnng out and rushed off Into the
darkness.

CHAPTER XXXII.
The Iione House on the Moor.

Ollvo had not gone a dozen yards
from tho enr ln her attempt to escape
from Merrldew when she dlscovered,
to her lntenso dlamay, that ahe had
made one most dlsastroua miacalcula-
tion. Her brain had cleared from the
effecta of the drug, but her muscles
wero stlll under Us Influence.
Her llmbs were like lead, nnd only

wlth the grenteat effort could ahe even
move nt a wnlking pace. Sho stng-
gered to and fro like one in drlnk,
stumbled heavily. and more than once
nearly fell to the ground.
Uaually actlve and able to run at a

great pace, ahe was the more dlscon-
certed by this strange, paralyzing
weaknesB. Wlth all her soul aho pray¬
ed for her atrength to bo reatored to
her that she mlght make good her
escape from her enemy. But in vain,
and aa the effort to keep moving grcw
moro and more palnful and dimcult,
she reallzed that her only chance now

lay ln her flnding some place whero
she could hlde.
"Eagerly her eyes sought to pleroe

tho darkness, as sho stood a momont,
her numbod llmbs trembling as wlth
an ague and threatenlng every Instant
to glve way under her. Sho could
make out no spot that offered even the
remotest hopo of a shelter, and then,
to her profound alarm, she heard a

cry ln the distance and the sound of
hurrylng footsteps.
Merrldew had evldently dlscovered

her fllght and had stnrted in pursult.
Wlth a gronn of deapalr ahe dragged

hersulf heavily to the sl.de of tho lqne
and threw herself at full length under
the hedgo in the hopo that he would
paas wlthout seelng her.
As she had hoped, so it happened.
He came runniiig through the night,

eaBtlng his eyea from Blde to Blde, anel
hor heart beat wlth rapid, lurchlng
throba us he approachod. Sho even
held her breath in suspenso and fear.
Ho pasaed wlthout seelng her, and soon
hnd dlsnppeared Into tlie nlght hoyond.
But lio was no fool to thlnk sho had

traveled far. He know that tho drug
whlch had been glvon her would aft'ect
her power of movoment, and when ho
had run aa far as he- thought lt pos-
alble for her to havo gone he turned
and camo back at n moro lelsurely
pace,
Thire were more terrlblo -momenta

of suapense as he nearod tho place
whore she lay. then* reached lt and
agaln pasaed wlthout seelng her. Sho
hegan to breathe freely. She had In-
doed oscaped, and wlth a forvent
thought of gratttude siia rose and stag-
gorod on, aeeklng some broa,k ln tho
tall hedgos on clthor olde of tho lano
by whlch sho could get Into tho acl-
joinlng flolds.
Por a tlmo tho darknesa completely

balllnd her, but at longth aho camo to
a gato, and another llttle cry of ele-
llght and thankfulnoss cacaped hor.
Horo at lost waa tho way oloar to froo-
dom.' v

But her hopes woro cheated af£<»r all,
To hor iuluiltq dl»u»»y> sho found that

the galo waa Hocureiy padlockt-d, and
try ns she would she could not cllmt
It. A m.ia.li of nngulHh broko from hei
llps, and then, chanclng to glanco back
along tho lane, she snw that whlch
lllled tho cttp of her fenr to overllow-
tng.
Merrldew wns again comlng In soarch

rif her, nnd this tlme he wus eafrylhg
ono of tt\o powerful lnmps of the ca»
to nld-the soarch;
Fnsclnated by thls now toi-ror, sht

watched tho rays of the lamp t.s hc
swept tho llght from slde- to sldo ln
hls systematlc senrch. Shp roallze.l
that now Indeed sho could not hope tc
escapc unless sho could icaloytlio gatr
nnd rush away fnlo tho darkne-is be-
yond tbe sweep of the ruthless llght.
Spurrod by thls foar, sho mado a last

desporato effort. nnd thls tlmo suc-
ccoded in gettlng to tho top. But
there her strength falled her, nnd she
fel) headlong into tbe fleld.
Hdpo revlvod then, however, nnd call-

Ing up evory ounce of ber remnlnlnR
strength, she mnnngod to crawl to ber
feet and atumble on.
Fortuno was all ngalnst hor. It was

a plowod fleld, and tho r|dges hninpered
hor every stop. Sho hoard Merrldew
ln tho lane, nnd now nnd again caitght
tho flnsh of tho llglit ho carrlcd. Just
before ho reached tlie gate sho throw
hersolf hoadlong on tho ground bc-
stlll. cowerlng nnd tremblltifr.

Ile came to the gate, throw the llght
over the Held, nnd pausod. He had not
seen her. Would ho go on or e-uer
the fleld? The suspense harrowed her.
He turned nnd sent the llght nhead of
him along the lane. ns lf In douht.
And she clenched her hands untll the
strain hurt her.
Then ho passed on; nnd sho watched

the l'ght ns he went farthor down the
lane. Sho walted untll It had van-
Ished. and then rlslng, patnfiilly and
PlOVily, sha ere^t catitlously on act'oss
the fleld.

She. wns senrcely on her feet. how¬
ever, before the llght flashed out again,
nnd sho knew thnt :>h» waa seen.
He had outwltted her. Beckonlng

that sho would hlde if she was In the
fleld. he had gono on. and then, cover¬
ing the llght, had returned and 11s-
tened. In an instant he was over the
gate runnlng toward her.
She erled out at the sighd of hlm.

and began to run as fast as her woak
legs would allow, In a last feeblo
effort to fly. But she tripped over tho
uneven ground and fell heavlly, strik-
Ing her head ngalnst the big clods.
The next raoment he was bending

over her.
She was dnzed by tlie fall; and he

plcked her up and half led. half car-

ried her back to tho gate, the discov-
ery of whlch had proved such a oheat-
lng snare to her but a few minutes
oarller.
Thls blocked thelr progress for n

moment, untll. laying Olive down close
to it, Merrldew huntcd round by the
help of hls lamp for > b:g stone, and
with thls he smashed the padlock and
opened tho gate.
"Come," ho sald, somewhat shnrply,

"wo have lost more than enough tlme
already over thls foollshnoss," and.
puttlng hls arm round her walst, he
drew her up and started back to the
car wlth as much haste as posslble.
Her effort had so exhnusted .her that

she had no strength to reslst, and when
they reached the car she was almost
glad to lean back restfully on the seat
among the warm rugs. He put her
on the front aeat this tlme, so that
he could seo her from the placo where
he was busy wlth the machlnery.
Every now and then he would stralght-
en hls back and flash the lamp ln her
direction, to make sure that she was
not repeatlng her attempt to escape.
She had no heart left for that nt

present. She was beaten and baflled,
utterly miserable and forlorn, and per-
fectly consclous that In her present
feeble condition she would have no
chance of getting away.
Tho trouble wlth the car wns not a

serlous one, and Merrldew hnd soon

repaired tho mischlef. . Before they
startell he came up to her slde.
"Will you glve me your word not

to attempt. any of thls sort offooltsh-
neas again?" he asked.
She would not answer. He repeated

tho questlon, addlng, "It is perfectly
useless to think of It." She stlll kept
sllent, and then he found a cord and
fastened her wrlst to hls own. In this
fashion they contlnued thelr Journey.
He drove very fast. very recklessly,

Indeed, and had there chancod to be
any other vehlcle on tho road it seemed
to Ollvo that there must have been a

terriblo accldent. She almost wlshed
It, ln faet, But hls luck stood hlm in
stead, and hour after hour they rushed
on, not meeting any one, nor seelng
any one, nor, s"o far as sho could tell,
being seen by any one.
Tho coolness of the alr revlvod hor,

and as her senses regalned thelr nor-

mal strength sho began to yleld to the
fasclnatlon of the wild rush through
the night.
At lirst she could mnke out nothlng

for tho bllndlng glare of tho brilliant
headllghts. whlch threw forward thelr
beams llke tho. giant feolers of some

mammoth ruslilng beast. seeklng Its
prey, to dash upon and destroy it.
Then. shleldlng hor »eyes from the

glare, Olive began to make out dlffer-
ences in the blacknoss of the shadows
us they tled past. First. tho long ltne
Of tho hodgo rows; then troes,' and a

lonely cottage standlng back, nnd ln
thls way her eyes gradually grew ac-
cuBtomod to the dark, nnd sho could
dlstlngulsh vorlous objects.
And all tho »tlme Merrldew kept hh

gazo flxed rlgidly on the road aliead,
watching for ovory tum nnd bend, antl
drlving wlth a sirill that to Olivn.ap-
peared. almost unennny and dovlllsh.
Past llolds'and >fnrms and woodsthey

sped, always at tho same rato of speod,
daHliing occasionally through a vlllage
or some llttlo town, always, ns lt
seemed to her, ln diuiger, and nlwayt
iust oscaplng it, untll at length tht
darknoBS began to llft. the glare oi
tho liead lamps grew loss dazzling, ancl
a faint rosy tlnt sliowed on tho sky-
llno bohlnd thom.
Thoy woro runnlng up a long blll.

so stoop that tho car,. powerful as it
was, could only take It at a oompara-
tlvely slow speed, when Olive found
sho could seo tho road for some llltle
distanco nhead.
"Aro you asleep?" asked Merrldew,

ahlo for the first tlmo to rolax the
strain of h|s attentlon to tho machlne.
And be turned to look at ber,

"No. 1 have not alopt. Wl'lcro nre
you taklng me?"

"I can't tell you that', but wn phall
not be long now. Another two hnura,
perhnpa. You had bel.ter try to aleep."

"I profcr to ace vvhere. 1 nm gnlng,"
ahe anawereel.
"Are you very cold?" wna the next

riiieatlon, In a not unklndly tone, nnd
ho bent ncroaa anel pnlled up her ruga.
"t am vory aorry for all thla," he
adelert. ;

"If thnt were true you would end
It, Mr. Merrlelew."
"No. That ia out of- the riuestlon,"

hc sniel aharply.
"Why? 1 wlll do anythlng you nsk.

excoptone thlng."
"There 13 otily ono thlng now for you

to do, If I nm to aavc your llfe."
"It Is tho money you want. Take It.

I wlll freoly make over everythlng to
you.everythlng; but glvo 1110 back my
good name and my llborty.'V

"If It were pnaalblo I would do It.
But It ls not. ln tho Ilrat placo, you
woulel not be anfo from tho men you
trlckod ao recklesaly; nnd, In tho aec-
ond, your frlenda would Interforo to
prevent nny such arrange'ment aa you
auggeat."

Ollvo mndu 110 rcply; nnd when they
wero cloae to the top of tlio hill ho con-
tlnued: "You don't bellove that I am
aorry I cannot do what you wlah?"
"You have made It very dlftlcult for

mo to beltovo anythlng you aay." '

"Yot It la true. I wlll do thla.
Marry mo, anel then mako certaln ar-
rangemcnta about thla money, and I
wlll awenr never to aee you ngnln."
Ho pnuscd aa lf oxpectlng n reply,
and when aho dld not apeak ho aelded:
"Thlnk lt over. lt l« the be3t way
out." Then ho gnvo hlmaelf up agath
to the work of elrlvlng, nnd they toro
011 at nn even greater apeed than be¬
fore.

Ollvo trieil to Impreaa on her motn-
ory the nnture of tlfe country through
whlch they pnascel; hut It nll -nppcarerl
to be tho. aamcy An endless cliaiii of
green nnd ploWed flelds, copplees, cot-
tagea, wlth hcro and there n hatnlet
or Inalgnlflcant townlet to break, or
rather to vary, tho chaln.
After a long tlme ahe ohsorvod that

tho country grew wllder; they Cllmb'od
hllla oftcner, nntl ran over long
atrotches of moorland. Here anel there
somo dlsttsed worklngs nnd eleserted
shnft8 showed, wlth n few untenanted
ceittngos spread around. A Wlld, deso-
late distrlct, wlth rough ronda, over
whlch the car travelr-d nt a slow rnte,
and rven then wlth many jolta and
shnklngs.
The eerle aolltude and eleserted na-

pect of ©verythlng opproasod hor, and
when nt length Merrldew turned the
car Into a aldo road toward a lonely
house standlng near to one of the de-
acrted ahafts, ahe shuddered.
"Why do you come thla way?" she

asked, wlth a ahlver of forebodlng.
"We aro at the onel of our Journey."

ho aald, anel noeldeel toward the house.
She gazed at lt, ehlll and cold. wlth

dlsmny anel horror. "Why havo you
brought mo to thla foarful place?"
"There are no young men here to

worry you "from oppoalte windows.
You wlll stny here untll you conaent.
You can Judgo of your chunce of get-
tlng away."

Siio ahut hor eyes and cloneheel her
hands ln dread, nnel when ahe opened
them her henrt gave n great leap of
fenr. She recognized a woman who
was waiting at the open door na the
car atoppeel nt tho lone house on tho
moor.

It waa the hag who hnd elalmed her
aa her daughter at Sheflleld.

CHAPTER XXXIII.
Ollvc'n Jnllcr.

Numbed wlth her long journey, worn
wlth the effects of the drug they had
given her and tllstraught wlth the
alarm engendered by her aurroundlnga.
Ollve sut on the alde of the bed In
the roughly furnlahed room to whlch
sho waa taken, a prey to nlmost ago-
nlzing inlsery. f
The place had evldently been hur-

rledly prepared for hor receptlon. lt
waa nearly as bnro ns a prlson cell.
A pallet bed, a wooden table, a rush
chnlr, an Iron washstand and enam-
elled Ironware, a atrlp of carpet on
tho floor and a small looking gloss
hanglng on the wall completed the
furnlture. A glanco at the wlndow
showed her that It had been partly
brlcked up and a aet of bars built In
recently.

lt was a prlson; nothlng elsc; nnd
no palns had been taken to hldo-the
fact. Ita only good polnt waa thnt it
was all scrupuloualy clean.
When Ollvo had been alone some

mlniitea Mrs. Tlsloy- entered wlth a
bnsln of warm milk anel some bread.
She set It down on the table and left
the room agatn wlthout apeaklng a
word.

Ollvej was famlshed wlth hungor, nnel
nte w *at waa glvep her wlth enger-
nesa. Then aho lay down on the bed.
Sho was tltterly wretchnel nnd despalr-
Ing. but her body craved rest, nnd In
a few minutea, deapite her angiilsh,
shb was fast naleep.
The mldday aun was pourlng through

he.r'barred window when she avroko to
flnd Mrs. Tlaley standlng hy her sldo
calling to her.

"Mr, Merridew wanls to.spenk- to
you," sho said. "Get up."

Ollve rose and wnshed her face and
hands, whlle the woman wiilted. "1
am ready," ahe said then.
"Come. then;" and ahe was taken

downstaira tQ a room whero Morrldew
wna sltting nbel amoklng na ho waltod
for her.
Ho roso aa she entered, anel waved

the womnn hnck out of tho room na

he plnced a chair for Ollve. She aaw
thnt. it wns a rush chnlr nnd new, like
that ln her beclroom. Clearly every¬
thlng hnd been hurrlodly purchaBod
spoeUlly ln view of her nrrlval.
"Havo you thoughtfof what 1 pro-

posod on tho way here'?'; he asked.
"No, I havo been aslecp."
"Well, thlnk now."
"Tell me ugaln, I have been too

dazad by all this to romember elenrly."
"I aald that lf you would consont

to go through tho form of a ceremony
of marrlage wlth me I would ngren to
loavo you at onco and never aeo you
agaln.. It ia tho bost way out of your
trouble."
"Why do you wlah to marry 1110?"
He waved hls hand Itnpatlently. "It

ls uaeloas to dlsouss that. You must
be my wlfo. Surely you can aeo that
I am resolvod on that."
"How wpulel the marrlngo tako place

and whero?"
"I slitill arrango all that. You may

bo suro I ahull see thnt It ls legally
dono. Have no fears on that 8oo.ro,"
Hls Up curlod allghtly aa ho said thla.
"Should I he allowed to aeo my

frlenda.I mean at. tho coromony?"
"Untll you are my wifo that la, of

courae, Impoasible."
"And afterward?"'
"Yes.-after the -necoasary delny.

No, Immedlntoly." He mado tho cor-
rectlou haatlly, as If the flrst reply had
been a sllp, ,
"Hgw Uo I know- that?"

1.

"Vou must trust m*v.unless you can
biiggest any other plan."

"I could not trust you," sald Ollvo,slinklng her hend decldodly.
"You could have Mrs. Taunton."
"I sabl my frlends. That Indy Is my

cnoniy. I owo thls to her."
"Then you must trust mo. T pledgo

you my onth that It shall bn ns I say."Olive pniinod nnd then sald: "I am
In your power hero nnd my very llfo
Is npparently. dopcndont. upon your
word. I havo thorefore no wlsh to
nnger you; but I eannnt trust your
word. lf you forcod me to marry
you lt mlght bo then your wlsh to take
my llfe. 1 may as well dlo at once.
I refuso your terms."
A heavy frown drew hls brows to-

gether, nnd ho smoked a few seconds
In sllence.
. "Very well," he sald at length.
'Then you inny as well understand my
Intentlons. You will remaln hero unlll
you consenl. You know how many
mllos wo traveied nfter lenvlng th*
hlgh road; there are as mrniy more
on elther slde of us beforo the noxt
houso ln reached. I tell you thls that
you nmy understand the futlllty of any
attempt to escape."

Hls. objoct was to Impross on ber
the hopelessness of her positlon. That
he should havo lald such-stress cn the
polnt Induced Ollvo to doubt IU in¬
deed.

~

"I saw for myself tho nature of tho
dlstrlct. You havo chosen It well."
she repllod, seclng thnt he wnltod for
some answer.
"Kxcopt thnt you cannot leave the

house, cannot leave that room up-
stalts, lndeo.1. you will not ho trealed
wlth any unklndness. If tho womnn
who has chargn of you does anythlng
to broak thls strlct ordor, you will let
mo know, nnd 1 will seo that she is
punlshed. Sho date not dlsobey me."
"Can I have books?"
"Some few havo. beon provlded; any

others you wlsh will bo sent."
"Will you tell mo where I nm?"
"N'-i, except that thls houso stands

ln tho nilddln of the moors; that tho
around nll about It Is honeycombed
wlth old worklngs.worked-out p)ts
and mlnes, such ns you must havo
seen as wo f.-yiw along. No ono ever
comes thls way."

"ls thnt nll you have to say?" nskod
Olive eaimly, dc'splte her slnklng
henrt.
He threw up hls hands. "Is lt pos¬

slble that you Intend to perslst? You
cannot bent me. It |s" impossilile. It
brcnks my Iv-art to havo to treat you
In thls way. Surely you understand
that. You know how I have cared for
vou from the first, and that If you
would but Rive me tho light I would
do nll In my power to make you liappy
and restore you to nll the pleasures
and comforts you have known all your
llfe. Olive, be reasonable. Yleld to
me ln this, and glvo me the chance
ot showini? you all that Is In my
henrt."

"Is. there anytblnsr elee?" she asked
ooldly. "If not, I will return to my
prlsbn."

"Yes. go. Wnlt. Vou had better
hear the orders I glve to the .woman."
He called In Mrs. Tlsley, and gave

her ordors to the same effect as he
had before mentloned to Olive, and the
woman, crlnging before hlm. prom-
Ised volubly to obey him to the letter.
Then he handed Olive the two or

threo books he had mentloned, and she
returned to tho room above. to whlch
she had at first been taken, and the
old WOman locked nnd bolted the door
upon her.

Olive placed the books upon the tablo
and sat down on tha bed. It was truly
a mlserable plnce, and yet, It thls
man could carry out hls purpose. lt
was to be nll her-world for an Indefl-
nito tlmo to come.
Sho would never glve in, however,

Never! l.et'him do what he would,
treat her as ho would, klll her lf he
would, she would never glve ln. That
was hor tlrst unalterable, Irrevocabla
resolve.death beforo surrender!
Another resolve followed. She

would never cease to hope; never allow
herself to belleve that Hcaven would
desort her nnd permit thls man to trl-
11:111.ii in hls Ihfamous persecution.
Lies, cunning, treachery and brute
force mlght gain.,the u'pper hand for
tho tlme; they had glven hlm success
so fnr, but In the end they would fall
him.

It wns true that her pllght was well-
nigh desperate, that she was ln hls
power, and that she could see
no openlng in the dark gloom -which
had ovcrwhelmed her. But thn light
would come, and n way of escape from
hls persecution bo found.
Sho had been ln even n. worse plight'.

and yet had escaped. In tho awful
journey to Sheflield it had appeared
impossible that sho would escape death.
But at the last moment the openlng
had been found, and she had llvod to
sro'tho wietch who had threatened hor
condemncd to death by hls own asso-
clates.
She had put her trust ln Provldence.

and in thls mood of devout rellanco
upon the Dlvlne will she fell on her
knees and eraved forgiyeness for the
weakucss which had'led her over to
despair, nn'd prayed for strength and
patlcnco to awnlt wlth calmness and
fortltudo tho hour of her' dollvory.
Refreshed and invigorated by,fhhi.

sho examlnod the books whlch had been
glven to hor. Llke the rest of tho
thlngs ln the house, they had boen- re-

cenlly bought. Thoro was a Blhlo.
for whlch she was Intensely grateful.
a c.opy of the "Pllgrltn's Progress"
and "BoblnsOn Orusoe." Who had
made the selectloii sho did not. know;
of cottrse, but guossed tliat tho two
iatie'r had probably boen bought be-
eausn of thelr somewhnt elaborate
blndlngs. But It cnuiri not havo been
n moro wolcomo solectlon.
Wlth a vlew to testlng the sineerlty

of Merridew'B ussortlon; that what sho
needed should bo supplled. Ollvo wrote
out a short list of hook to hand to the
woman. Thero wns no bell In the
rooi'i, «o sho rnpped on tho pnnel of
the door wHli.,tho halrbrush, whlch was

part of tho scanty onulpmont of her
room.

"Givo.t.his list to Mr. ^Merrldew and
say I deslro to havo tho 'books ns soon
ns" posslblo," sho sald.

Mrs. Tlsley took It wlthout a word
nnd wont away.
Then Olive opened her Blhlo and

wns glad to nollce that It was Inter-
leavod. This gave hor tbe idoa ot
keopln'g a llttlo dlary of the days,-so
that shn should not lose count of tbem;
,and thls thought lod ber lo anothor
as sho road.'i Sho had opened thn boolc
at the Psalvns and the first word she
read set hor thinklng.
"Man gooth forth unto b|H work and

to hls labor untll tho dvonlng."
Sho must have some sort of work,

some mothod,. some rotitlne, to pass
tho long hours of each day; or the
solltudo mlght drlve hor mpd. Sho
began fmniodlatoly, thorefore, to map
out how sho would spond the days.

(To bo cotitlnuod next Sunday,).


